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C O R E  L E A R N I N G  P R O G R A M M E S

With all that has happened these past 

months, the children still find joy in 

everything and live in the moment. The care 

for each other has become more evident and 

a joy to watch. From tying an apron or shoe-

lace for a friend to dishing for each child at 

lunch time, kindness is how we live in this 

community of young children.

Our children love walks, stories and       

gardening in nature. We do fun learning 

activities in the garden where they harvest, 

do weeding, water plants and learn about 

plants as part of their daily routine. 

Our Montessori  preschool , 
serving 54 chi ldren from 4 months  to  6  years  old

S e r v i n g  5 4  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  4  m o n t h s 

H I G H L I G H T S  T H I S  Y E A R

SENSE OF  COMMUNITY HELD IN NATURE

lynedoch 
children’s house

https://www.sustainabilityinstitute.net/lynedoch-valley/lynedoch-childrens-house/
https://www.sustainabilityinstitute.net/lynedoch-valley/lynedoch-childrens-house/
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We introduced 

art to all our 

children, starting 

at 12 months so all 

the children can 

develop their inner 

artist. The children 

all enjoy doing var-

ious activities such 

as painting with 

various techniques, 

moulding, drawing 

and creating.

CREATIVE EXPRESSION

As SPARK moves to a new 

site in the coming months, 

the preschool will move into 

the main building to give the 

children more space and allow 

us to grow in time to serve up 

to 100 children in this jewel 

early learning centre for the 

valley.

2 0 2 2  P L A N S
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 FROM 6 TO  15 YEARS OLD

Being able to let the children experience 

what it is like to take out books from 

the Public Library, then to encourage their      

reading and to witness their passion and 

excitement for books has been a highlight 

this year!

L etting those that have shown                     

enthusiasm and passion in the arts,       

express themselves in a new and exciting 

way and space. 

H I G H L I G H T S  T H I S  Y E A R

A LOVE FOR READING CREATIVE ARTS

lynedoch 
community school

Our small  Montessori  primary, 
serving 74 chi ldren from 6 to  15 years  old

https://www.sustainabilityinstitute.net/lynedoch-valley/bursaries-for-valley-children/
https://www.sustainabilityinstitute.net/lynedoch-valley/bursaries-for-valley-children/
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Having access 

to the gardens, 

the garden team 

and partnering 

with them and 

their knowledge to 

create the 

cosmic education 

and bring the 

outdoors in. 

SURROUNDED BY NATURE

We are slowly building  collaborations 

with Vlottenburg Primary School over 

the next 3 – 5 years to become the core 

primary school for the community, and 

focussing our smaller Montessori primary 

for children from the valley with diversified 

learning preferences that include more 

hands on and skills based learning.

2 0 2 2  P L A N S
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F o r  h i g h  s c h o o l  a n d  s c h o o l  l e a v e r s , 
s e r v i n g  3 0  y o u t h  f r o m  1 4  t o  2 5  y e a r s  o l d 

The Dream Space has become a safe space 

to local youth, where they experience a 

transformative sense of self, identity and 

relation to others. We are grateful to make a 

meaningful impact through supporting our 

youth and having the resources in place for 

them to use towards their own

development.

The integration of various skills 

development programs has been a big 

success for us this year – giving youth the 

opportunity to explore and pave their own 

pathway and also build their own ecosystem 

which will enable them to reach their full 

potential.

H I G H L I G H T S  T H I S  Y E A R

HOME AWAY FROM HOME
FLOURISHING THROUGH 

ADVERSITY

lynedoch 
youth programme

https://www.sustainabilityinstitute.net/lynedoch-valley/youth-programme/
https://www.sustainabilityinstitute.net/lynedoch-valley/youth-programme/
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Each in their own unique way, the 

participants have been initiating ways 

to generate an income for themselves. They 

are utilizing their practical skills, while 

equipping themselves with the basic 

business skills. This is an amazing way 

in which they create opportunities for 

themselves with guided direction.

KINDLING 
ENTREPRENEURIAL SKILLS

We have some space opening up in the old preschool 

building across from the Dream Space that we 

would like to turn into a Skills Centre, including some 

practical skills like carpentry and sewing, as well as dig-

ital storytelling skills such as graphic design, photogra-

phy, film editing and  podcasting.

We are looking for a partner on this exciting initia-
tive!

2 0 2 2  P L A N S

We are looking for a partner on this exciting initiative!
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C R O S S - C U T T I N G  P R O G R A M M E S  & 
P A R T N E R S H I P S

Our educators are the animators that 

make a love for learning possible for 

each child. This year, six of our staff have 

been on internationally accredited Mon-

tessori Diploma programmes through 

scholarships provided by Indaba Insti-

tute and Indaba Foundation, our sister 

teaching training academy who also 

operates from Lynedoch Ecovillage. All of 

our staff receive ongoing training, sup-

port and counselling in areas from core 

teaching methods through to trauma 

and healing work.

At the request of our parents and with 

support from Spier, Procare ran a 

series of parent workshops on tough 

issues such substance abuse and GBV 

which were really well received. We 

continue to work closely with our 

parents and recognise there is a long 

journey ahead together still.

TEACHER TRAINING

PARENT ENGAGEMENT

https://indabainstitute.org/
https://indabainstitute.org/
https://www.indaba-foundation.org/
https://www.procare.co.za/
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A few years ago Remgro, Stellenbosch 

Academy of Sports and CSV Construc-

tion donated a Sand Sports Court that 

this year we are really putting to great 

use. We had a wonderful Sports Day this 

month and hope to build the partnership 

with SAS going forward to have more   

children engage in sports for positive 

wellbeing!

We continue to partner with Com-

munity Keepers (also sponsored by 

Spier) who provides amazing socio-emo-

tional support to our children, teachers 

and parents through one-on-one and 

group interventions. We are so grateful 

to have this support reach even our pre-

school children! This year we are piloting 

the OVC measure with CK to baseline for 

each child to understand eight critical 

baseline securities (such as food security, 

physical safety, emotional safety etc) and 

better target our interventions and track 

progress.SOCIO-EMOTIONAL SUPPORT

MOVEMENT

https://www.sastraining.co.za/
https://www.sastraining.co.za/
https://communitykeepers.org/
https://communitykeepers.org/
https://ovcmeasure.co.za/
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We continue to ensure that every 

child has nutritious food, every day 

at school – often up to two meals and 

snacks a day where needed. Our learning 

food garden is a beautiful permaculture 

space where children learn about soil, 

composting, seedlings, plant care and 

harvesting. Whether in the kitchens or the 

classrooms, all our children and youth are 

involved in preparing their own meals. 

We are thrilled to have opened the 

Creative Arts Barn at the entrance 

of the village, a space for all children and 

youth to explore their creativity. We are 

fast learning that this space also sup-

ports individuals to explore critical areas 

such as identity, healing, critical thinking 

and connection to nature. Funded by the 

Rupert Art Foundation, we work closely 

with the Rupert Museum on staff develop-

ment and training – a wonderful partner-

ship! 

We are also collaborating with the Living 

Arts Foundation based at the Shed at 

Spier where the various arts and move-

ment facilitators have opened up special 

community classes at no charge for our 

children, youth, parents and teachers 

to benefit from pottery, gymnastics,  art 

therapy and soon also horse therapy!CREATIVE ARTS

NUTRITION

https://rupertmuseum.org/
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Woolworths and Spier support the Living 

Soils Community Learning Farm we run at 

Spier, and this space provides nutritious 

vegetables at subsidised rates of our chil-

dren’s feeding programmes and relief food 

packages to our most at risk and vulnerable 

families in the valley. The Farm has also seen 

several of our youth through internships this 

year, with graduates like Eldrick now placed 

at Vlottenburg Primary School as a food 

gardener and teacher for the children. The 

Living Soils team are also piloting a home 

food garden initiative with five families in 

the community interested in increasing their 

home food cultivation.

We are also so grateful to Joaqium and the 

team from Amorin Cork, based in the valley, 

who donated a beautiful outdoor cork floor-

ing (the first of its kind in the country) for 

our learning spaces we use with the children 

every day.

https://www.sustainabilityinstitute.net/research-learning/collaborative-projects/living-soils-community-learning-farm/
https://www.sustainabilityinstitute.net/research-learning/collaborative-projects/living-soils-community-learning-farm/
https://www.amorimcork.co.za/
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At least once a month, we meet as a group of community members and actors to share 

and understand where work is still needed, and how best we can collaborate. Joylene 

from Spier has been incredibly supportive to bring us together, and we have a ‘Peace Room’ 

(like a war room, but for good!) at the Shed with beautiful big maps of the valley where we 

can see in real time the projects and initiatives underway. Coming together as both 

Lynedoch and Vlottenburg communities is in early days of collaboration, but through 

collaborating on projects, we are building trust and momentum to become one valley, 

where no child is ultimately left behind. 

COMMUNITY COMMITTEE & THE PEACE ROOM 

We warmly invite you to join us in this!
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O P P O R T U N I T I E S  G O I N G  F O R WA R D

H E A L I N G  H U B  &  S A F E T Y  H O S T E L

S A F E  T R A N S P O R T  &  B U S  S T O P S

We have an amazing network of practitioners and volunteers supporting our children 

and their families in healing work, and have had a space in the village generously 

donated for us to establish a Healing Hub for all these initiatives to take place from – from 

counselling to body work like trauma release therapy. The second floor is intended as a 

Safety Hostel, where at risk children and youth can have a temporary place of safety while 

we work with their guardians to improve the safety of their home environment. Also, a safe 

and supportive space for our Grade 11s and Matrics to be able to study from during intense 

exam periods. We are working with TV3 Architects who are donating of their time to assist 

with plans and have funds donated towards the construction of the space already. 

As we continue to transport over 200 children across the valley to and from school, and 

to wonderful learning opportunities like the library, arts workshops, the Shed etc, safety 

remains our top priority. 

We are looking for new vehicle sponsors as our current vehicles 
start approaching their limits. We would also love to establish a 
network of safe bus stops in the valley for our children to be able 
to wait safely, especially in rainy weather!

We are currently looking for support for the longer term          
operating costs of this critical space.
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Y O U T H  S K I L L S

R E S E A R C H  PA R T N E R S H I P S

While we have made significant progress in our early learning and primary school pro-

grammes, not all of our youth have access to good quality high school options and our 

next big area of focus is to develop a youth skills programme that supports all our youth to 

transition into meaningful and empowered livelihoods. 

From the outside, our work can look like an expensive set of programmes to run. We 

definitely have given this a lot of thought and attention as well. We have taken time to 

collectively map our vision for the valley – and we firmly believe that together we can achieve 

what matters most at a time that our country is struggling to believe this might be possible: 

quality education that empowers every child, no youth unemployment, food security for all, 

right livelihoods for all, voice, no GBV and ultimately, a beautiful, flourishing valley held in 

nature that celebrates our cultures, identities and achievements collectively. A big vision 

requires big work, and we have begun but there is much more that lies ahead of us still!

We met with the Education Faculty at the University of Stellenbosch recently to help us 

better document, reflect, improve and share our work with others – building the understand-

ing and belief that deep, holistic and transformative work is what we need most, and that its 

both possible and quite fantastic! We hope to share more of this research and impact 

assessment work in the coming months.

We are actively looking for partners on this initiative, including 
placements for internships to help our youth get their first foot in 
the working world.
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S AV E  T H E  D AT E :  VA L L E Y  S P R I N G  F E S T I VA L !

On Saturday, 13 November, 

we will be hosting a Spring 

(Summer) Festival to bring 

together the children, families, 

friends and partners in the 

valley. The children and youth 

will be showcasing their learn-

ing and talents from the year, 

with music, local food and lots 

of gees! 

An invite to follow soon, but please save the date so long!
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@sustainabilityinstitute

www. sustainabilityinstitute.net

A special thank you to our partners who support all our children and 
youth work across all our programmes - with their time, resources    

and deep partnership.


